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We present a case of liver metastasis of renal cell carcinoma (RCC) presenting as an intraductal tumor
thrombus of the common bile duct. A 62-year-old man was admitted with jaundice. He had undergone
right nephrectomy for RCC 8 years previously, and had been administered interferon alfa for lung, bone, and
liver metastases for these 3 years. Abdominal enhanced computerized tomography (CT) disclosed the
progression of liver metastasis to the common bile duct and the dilated bilateral bile ducts. Endoscopic
retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) revealed a smooth ﬁlling defect in an upper portion of the
common bile duct, suggesting an intraductal RCC tumor thrombus of the common bile duct. He died 4
months later despite the percutaneous biliary drainage. Liver metastasis of RCC proceeding to the common
bile duct is extremely rare, and this is the 8th case. We should be aware of the fact that metastatic
intraductal tumor thrombus of the common bile duct can cause obstructive jaundice.
(Hinyokika Kiyo 55 : 99-102, 2009)













Fig. 1. a : Microscopic photograph of the primary renal tumor. The tumor was composed of cells with abundant
clear cytoplasm and round nuclei, arranged in small nests. b : Photograph of the liver biopsy specimen, small
nests of clear cells almost same as the renal tumor were observed.
























T-Bil 7.4 mg/dl と著明な上昇と腹部 CT にて両側胆管
の拡張を認め，肝転移による閉塞性黄疸の疑いで緊急
入院となった．
入院時現症 : 体温 36.6°C，血圧 138/100 mmHg，
脈拍102回/min．眼球結膜，全身に著明な黄疸を認
め，右季肋部の圧痛を認めた．
血液検査所見 : 末梢血検査では WBC 5,800/μl，
RBC 389× 104 / μ l，Hb 12. 3 g/dl，Ht 36. 6％，Plt
14.9×104/μl，生化学検査では Na 135 mEq/l，K 4.1
mEq/l，Cl 100 mEq/l，TP 8.1 g/dl，Alb 3.1 g/dl，
BUN 12 mg/dl，Cr 0.8 mg/dl，T-Chol 188 mg/dl，T-
bil 7.4 mg/dl，GOT 164 mU/ml，GPT 131 mU/ml，γ-
GTP 565 mU/ml，LDH 253 IU/l，ALP 1, 026 IU/l，
CRP 5.9 mg/dl であり，貧血，CRP 高値，低アルブ
ミン血症，肝，胆道系酵素の上昇を認めた．







Fig. 2. a : CT scan of the abdomen (2004, December) revealed a liver metastasis. b, c, d : CT scan (2006, September)
revealed the liver metastasis proceeding to the common bile duct.
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Fig. 3. Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreato-
graphy (ERCP) revealed a smooth ﬁlling
defect in an upper portion of the common
bile duct.
Table 1. Clinical characteristics of eight cases of metastatic biliary thrombus from renal cell carcinoma
Authors Year Sex Age Interval fromnephrectomy Treatment Pathology Stage (primary tumor)
Chief
complaint Prognosis
Robertson6) 1990 M 70 12 Yrs Res Clear cell carcinoma T3bN0M0 Jaundice NA
Bolkier7) 1991 F 55 2 Yrs RT Clear cell carcinoma T3aN0M0 Jaundice 1 Mo died
Venu8) 1991 F 64 11 Yrs Res NA NA Fatigue 2 Yrs Alive
Kauffmann9) 1992 M 70 Synchronous RT NA NA Fever 18 Mo died
Letessier10) 1994 F 55 14 Yrs Res Clear cell carcinoma NA Jaundice 6 Mo died
Miyagishima11) 1996 F 57 Synchronous Res Clear cell carcinoma T2N0M1 Jaundice 5 Mo alive
Ueda12) 2002 M 74 17 Yrs Res Clear cell carcinoma NA Fever 3 Mo died
Our case 2006 M 62 8 Yrs None Clear cell carcinoma T2N0M0 Jaundice 4 Mo died
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